
Our 2021 CKGSB Americas Innovation Awards and Dialogue will present a 
discussion and panel about innovation in key industries in China and the US, 
and honor two extraordinary innovators as among the most innovative game 
changers and leaders in their respective fields.

Tuesday, September 28th, 2021

With Special Thanks to:

7:00PM - 9:00PM | Virtual



Agenda

7:00 - 7:05 Welcome and Introduction
 Mary W. Darby
 Chief Representative, CKGSB Americas

7:05 - 7:15 Welcome Remarks and Awards Announcement
 Baohong Sun
 Distinguished Chair Professor of Marketing
 Associate Dean, CKGSB Americas

7:15 - 7:45 Remarks and Videos about Innovation Challenges by Honorees
 Robert Freedman
 Co-Chairman, Colliers
 Kevin Nolan
 President & CEO, GE/Haier  

7:45 - 8:30 Innovation Dialogue and Audience Q&A
 Discussion led by
 Consuelo Mack
 Executive Producer and Managing Editor, Wealthtrack

 Panelists:
 Craig B. Allen 
 President, US-China Business Council 
 Robert Freedman
 Co-Chairman, Colliers
 Kevin Nolan
 President & CEO, GE/Haier

8:30 - 8:35 Innovation in Hong Kong, Remarks by
 Regina Lai 
 Regional Director, Americas, Hong Kong Trade Development Council

8:35 - 8:55 VIP Networking in Break-out Rooms

8:55 - 9:00 Closing Remarks
 Mary W. Darby
 Chief Representative, CKGSB Americas



Our Distinguished Speakers

Mr. Freedman is the Co-Chairman of Colliers. He joined the firm in 1974 when it operated as 
Williams Real Estate. He became a shareholder in 1985 and was subsequently elected to the 
Board of Directors when the firm transitioned to GVA Williams and later, FirstService 
Williams. Mr. Freedman’s principal areas of concentration have been tenant representation 
and corporate representation of major agency dispositions. He is a featured speaker in the 
industry and has delivered the keynote address of the Real Estate Board of New York on the 
state of the industry. He makes regular appearances as an industry spokesman on major 
media venues like MSNBC, CNBC, Fox, ABC and others.

Robert Freedman
Co-Chairman, Colliers

Kevin Nolan is the President & Chief Executive Officer of GE Appliances, a Haier company, 
headquartered in Louisville, Kentucky. GE Appliances is at the forefront of building innovative, 
energy-efficient appliances that improve people’s lives. The business employs 12,000 people. 
He is GE Appliances’ senior officer, with overall responsibility for setting the business’ short- 
and long-term strategy, including technology, product innovation and product line perfor-
mance to deliver financial and business results.

Kevin Nolan
President & CEO, GE/Haier  

Consuelo Mack has a long and distinguished career in business journalism. In 2005 she struck 
out on her own to launch her dream program, a weekly half-hour program on public television 
devoted to helping Americans build and protect their wealth over the long-term. Now in its 
fifteenth season, CONSUELO MACK WEALTHTRACK has been dubbed the “Cramer Antidote” 
by the press and Money Magazine named Mack “The Best Money TV Host.”  WEALTHTRACK is 
the only program on television devoted to long-term diversified investing in all of the invest-
ments people care about: stocks, bonds, real estate, insurance, art, and collectibles.

Consuelo Mack
Executive Producer and Managing Editor, Wealthtrack

Ambassador Craig B. Allen is President of the US-China Business Council (USCBC). USCBC is 
a private, nonpartisan, nonprofit organization that provides China-focused advisory service to 
more than 200 corporations. Prior to joining USCBC in 2018, Allen was the US ambassador to 
Brunei Darussalam.

Craig B. Allen 
President, US-China Business Council 

Mrs. Regina Lai is the Regional Director, Americas of the Hong Kong Trade Development 
Council (HKTDC), the statutory body dedicated to exploring opportunities for Hong Kong 
companies, especially small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs), and connecting them 
with business partners around the world. Mrs. Lai is responsible for the formulation and 
implementation of the Council’s promotion activities in Americas, with a view to fostering 
the business relationship between Hong Kong and the economies in North America and 
the Latin America.

Regina Lai  
Regional Director, Americas, Hong Kong Trade Development Council



Professor Sun Baohong is the Dean’s Distinguished Chair Professor of Marketing and the 
Associate Dean for Americas at CKGSB. Her research focuses on rational and strategic 
consumer choices and dynamic structural models; dynamic and interactive marketing mix 
and customer information management; and, most recently, on modeling dynamic and 
inter-dependent consumer decisions on e-commerce and social media platforms. Prior to 
joining CKGSB in 2011, Professor Sun was Carnegie Bosch Professor of Marketing at the 
Tepper School of Business of Carnegie Mellon University.

As Chief Representative of CKGSB Americas, Mary W. Darby is responsible for CKGSB’s initia-
tives throughout North and South America and oversees all aspects of CKGSB’s Americas 
Offices and their operations.  She is responsible for developing strategy and building alliances 
with partner schools and taking steps to strengthen brand awareness for CKGSB throughout 
the two continents comprising the Americas. She provides direction for marketing, business 
development, program development, other educational events, and operations. She spear-
heads cooperation with CKGSB partner schools and other key relationships to identify new 
businesses and opportunities for collaboration in response to market demand and new 
educational trends. Mary also conducts research on comparative leadership principles in Asia 
and the West and studies their impact on management success.  She frequently lectures on 
leadership including at joint programs with partner schools.

Mary W. Darby
Chief Representative, CKGSB Americas

Baohong Sun
Dean's Distinguished Chair Professor of Marketing
Associate Dean, CKGSB Americas

CKGSB Americas is based in New York. It is widely recognized for its 
success in preparing business leaders for doing business around 
the world. Its full-time resident faculty and guest lecturers, some of 
whom previously held tenured positions at top business schools in 
the US, generate unique insights that enable organizations to devel-
op new global perspectives and an increased capacity to become 
truly innovative. 

With Special Thanks to:

Our Distinguished Speakers


